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Historic "preservationists, however;

say that demolishing the homes would
be a “huge architectural loss.” - :

To supporters, the plan solves several

problems at once. It would be cheaper
than building a new tunnel. That in turn
could save MSD’s 800,000 customers
money; their rates are rising to pay the
estimated $3 billion in fixes needed for
the entire sewer system. . .

It's a “green” solution, as opposed to
what MSD refers to as a “gray” solution —
laying pipes.

And it could help revitalize a strug-
gling neighborhood that has lost 27
percent of its population over the past
decade.

“T don’t normally get excited about
sewer projects, but this one gets me all
tingly,” said Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mal-
lory, who mentioned the project publicly
for the first time in his State of the City
speech last month. “We talk about The

Banks and Over-the-Rhine, but thereisa .

tremendous opportunity to revitalize an
otherwise forgotten community.”

The sewer district official in charge of
the Lick Run project called it “a gateway
to the West Side.”

Among the project’s detractors: some
local business owners, who aren’t happy
about moving from an area that is close
to highways and seen by thousands of
West Side commuters every day.

And preservationists call some of the
doomed buildings in South Fairmount

historic treasures that should be saved..

“Simply put, if the MSD project goes
as planned, it will be the largest architec-
tural loss for the city of Cincinnati” since
entire neighborhoods were demolished
for the building of Interstate 75 in the
1960s, said Paul Willham, a preservation-
ist who lives in the nearby Knox Hill
neighborhood. “Other cities would kill to
have a historic area like Fairmount, but
we just do not seem to get it.”

An area home to 75 miles of

streams, 600 miles of sewer lines

.In one way, MSD’s plan would return
part of Greater Cincinnati to the way it
was 100 years ago..

Then, the lower Mill Creek Valley -
the area south of whatis now Ronald Rea-
gan Highway —was drained by 300 miles
of streams. As the region developed,
many of those streams were buried,
channeled into underground sewers.

Today, that same area is home to 75
miles of streams and 600 miles of sewer
lines. Those lines were built to carry

combined sewage —rain and sewage - to'

treatment plants.

During heavy rains, there isn't
enough capacity in the pipes; the extra
water escapes through overflow pipes
and into rivers, streams and, occasional-
ly, basements. Those so-called “com-
bined sewer overflows” became a major
headache for cities around the country,
including  Cincinnati. Under the 1972
Clean Water Act, that’s not allowed.

Soin 2002, the U.S. EPA and the Ohio
EPA sued MSD for failing to comply with
the law. After a decade of negotiations

and project planning, Hamilton County

and Cincinnati settled that lawsuit last
August with a consent decree that re-
quires MSD to remove at least 2 billion
gallons of combined sewage from enter-
ing the lower Mill Creek.

The EPA’s solution: a1.2 mile-long
tunnel, approximately 300 feet under
the Mill Creek. The monster tunnel,
30 feet in diameter, would cost $244
million —and that was in 2006 dollars,
when the plan was first proposed.
Just to pump the water through that
tunnel would cost $1.7 million a year,
according to MSD. Running rainwa-
ter and runoff through the stream
would cost one-tenth that amount be-
cause there’s no treatment plant or
energy needs. All MSD has to do is
maintain the pools and wetlands.

“That plan is not the most sustain-

able solution,” said MaryLynn Lodor,

MSD’s environmental program manag-

er. “Abetter solution is to go the source
of the problem.” .

In this case, that’s through South
Fairmount, because it’s the largest
combined sewer overflow in the entire
system, discharging an estimated 1.7
billion gallofis a year of combined sew-
age into the Mill Creek, Lodor said.

The MSD proposed “daylighting”
the long-buried Lick Run. Daylighting
means turning a stream that has been
enclosed in a pipe into a naturally flow-
ing, above-ground waterway - bringing
it into the daylight. o

If MSD gets its way, about one quar-
ter of South Fairmount will be covered
in water and green space by the end of
2018, MSD says. It’s just one project
among many in MSD’s $3.2 billion up-
grade of the region’s sewer system,

which is expected to take decades.

If the project goes forward, MSD
sewer users will pay for it.

Sewer rates have soared over the
last eight years to help pay for up-
grades. The average user now pays
$663.68a year, up 90 percent since
2004 when homeowners paid $348.76 a
year. It’s forecasted to go up another 8
percent in 2012.

Over the last 1% years, MSD has

spent.$1.2 million to purchase 20 out
ofthe 80 to 100 parcels needed to pur-
sue the water plan. Sewer officials
say they are negotiating with land
owners and hope to avoid using emi-
nent domain to acquire properties in
their way; they say eminent domain
is a last resort.
Some property owners have al-
ready spoken to. property rights at-
torney C. Francis Barrett, who fights
eminent-domain attempts. Barrett
said he expects some property own-
ers will refuse to sell —and MSD will
have to use eminent domain.

MSD also has scooped up 84 extra
properties on the periphery of the once
and future waterway. Those properties
were a bargain, costing MSD $3,465 —
just the cost of transferring the title —
since they came up for sale in the coun-
ty’s forfeited land sale.

City officials believe the extra land
can be redeveloped as high-end river-
front properties. :



South Fairmount is hoping
project brings revitalization -

South Fairmount residents and busi-

ness owners interviewed for this story
are resigned to the pro_lect and even
hopeful.:

LaToya . Moore, who chairs the
South Fairmount Community: Coun-
cil’s development committe€, said ear-
ly on in the project there was secrecy
and confiision from MSD, but now the

.community is working alongside the
sewer district. The MSD held an open
house in January about the project.

“It's no secret the community is in
need of revitalization,” Moore said. “We
hope this is our opportunity to do it.”

Moore, 28, in 2007 bought and fixed |

up a home that had been foreclosed on.
In 2008, she got her master’s degree in

community planning and development

from the University of Cincinnati. She
saw the neighborhood’s potential and
got involved with the community coun-
cil earlier this year.

“We want to make sure the people'

who want to stay can stay,” Moore said.
“This project is going to happen and we
need to be in close collaboration with
MSD.... and hopefully come out with a
better community where the residents

-are happy.” .

... Jo Ann Metz, 82, grew up in South
Faerount and now lives on Queen
City Avenue near the project site. She
remembers her father telling her about
a stream that used to run through
South Fairmount.

Even as a little girl she remembers
rain cascading down the hills and flood-
ing Queen City Avenue. That rain today
means that sometimes sewage backs
upinto her basement and the two rental
homes she owns next door.

She likes the 1dea of bringing back
Lick Run. -
~ “It’'s almost too good to be true,” she
said. “If all this happens, it’s win-win,
because it takes care of the problems
and it improves the neighborhood.”

Ultimately, the Lick Run project

must be approved by the U.S. EPA and
Ohio EPA. And while neither EPA has

. signed off on the plan, federal EPA offi-

cials have signaled they like it — calling
it “prormsmg’ ina recent memo ‘advo-
catmg using more “green infrastruc-

-ture” to protect water quality.

~US. EPA spokeswoman Phillippa
Cannon said her agency is working
with MSD, but the plan is still in the ear-
ly stages and it’s too soon to say wheth-
er it would be approved.

Ohio EPA spokeswoman Heather
Lauer said typically the EPA has sup-

- ported anything that returns a stream

to a more natural flow.

Margo Warminski, preservation di-
rector for the Cincinnati Preservation
Association, said the project has tre-

.mendous potential to revitalize the

nelghborhood - but only if historic
properties are saved.

“Preservation needs to be a part of
the mix and it really isn’t right now,”
she said. “The project needs to build on
the historic buildings of the area, rath-
er than wipe them out.”

Business owners are workmg with
MSD to get a fair price for their proper-
ty. Twenty-four formed the South Fair-
mount Business Association to keep in-
formed and better work with MSD.

“What they’re going to do for sure we

don’t know, but1 do think they’re going to
clear it out if they get the approval and

they get money,” said Dennis Smith, pres- -

ident of the business association and own-
er of Paper Products Co., which under his
father’s ownership moved to South Fair-
mountin1947. It started with oné building
and now operates out of three.

“This has been part of my whole life
and I will be sad to move,” Smith said.
“But we’re looking forward to the fu-
ture with a lot of enthusiasm.”

Joe Thoman, who brought his mov-
ing. business, Weil Thoman  Moving
and Storage, to the neighborhood in
1965, said South Fairmount is the per-
fectlocation for his company because it
is°close to major highways and hlghly
visible on the busy street.

“We understand the need to have
the property and we acceptit,” Thoman

said. “We just hope there is fair treat-
ment of the property owners.”

The area is home to a handful of conve-
nience stores and fastfood restaurants,
including an Arby’s, a McDonald’s and a
United Dairy Farmers.

The United Dairy Farmers doesn’t
want to leave, according to d1rector of
real estate T1rn Kling.

“Extremely good store for us and we
have a large interest in returning to the
site,” Kling said. “We understand the proj
ect is necessary and we support their ef-

forts, but at the same time we’re interest

ed in what the area will look like and the -
opportunity for us to come back.”

The sewer district is paying to relo-
cate the businesses. So far, it's spent
$30,000 to do that.

Lodor said MSD doesn’t have an es-
timate of how much it will cost to ac-
quire the property because it’s unclear
exactly what’s needed since the project
design isn’t complete.

Willham, who has -been writing
about the project in recent months on
his blog, Victorian Antiquities and De-
sign, is hoping to save about 20 proper-

ties, all built between 1840 and 1930, in”

the targeted demolition area.

" Before any of the old buildings are
destroyed, they will be reviewed by the
city’s Urban Conservators Office to see
if they’re worth saving and, if so, how
they could be saved. ‘

Willham showed off the properties
he considered worth saving during a
recent walking tour, pointing out rare
tin work embellishments, stained-glass
windows and intricately patterned
brick. The properties were rundown,
bt could be restored, Willham said.

Mallory said it might be hard for"
some to visualize the project, especially
for people unfamiliar with the area. -

But he pointed to other transforma-
tive projects as examples of change.

“South Fairmount is the riverfront

before the professional sports stadi- .

ums or what 3CDC is doing in Over-
the-Rhine,” Mallory said. “This is going
to be a national model, looked at across
the country as a best practice.

“People will come here to see what
we've done.”

oo

e Enqurrer/Gary Lander
An aerial view of the area Iookmg west. Westwood Avenue is on the left.
Queen City Avenue, the area’s major thoroughfare is on'the right..

View more photos of South Fairmount
M See a gallery of South ‘Fairmount at Cincinnati.com. Search: photos.

M Read past stories on the Metropolitan Sewer District’s plan to fix its
sewer overflows, at Cincinnati.com. Search: msd.
W The Enquirer plans further stories on this subject. If you have questions or story
suggestions, email reporter Sharon Coolidge at scoolidge@enquirer.com or Govern-
ment/Public Affairs editor Carl Weiser at cweiser@enquirer.com.
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A timeline
- of the project

2009: MSD, ordered by
federal authorities to clean
. pollution from area
streams and rivers, sub-
mited a revised plan to do
that. It included the giant
tunnel under the lower Mill
Creek. Federal authorities
gave MSD conditional ap-
proval as well additional
time to study an alterna-
tive to the tunnel. One al-
ternative discussed was
bringing back Lick Run.
That study is still going on.

August 2010: A federal
court judge approved

-MSD’s consent decree,

which requires MSD to re-
move at least 2 billion gal-
lons of combined sewage
from entering the Lower
Mill Creek. -

Now: MSD is evaluating al-

ternatives to the tunnel
project. By the end of vear,
it hopes to submit a pre-
liminary plan to the Hamil-
ton County Board of Com-
missioners, who will
decide what the plan
should include. MSD must
prove to the EPA it has the
land to make the project

work. To that end, it will
continue to obtain com-
munity input and buy land
that can be used to help
reduce overflows,
December 2012: Submit
the plan to the EPA for ap-
proval. Wait for EPA re-
sponse.

IF APPROVED, tentative

schedule:

2013: Finalize plan details.

2015: Start construction.

*2018: Complete project,

achieving a 2 billion-gallon
overflow reduction in the
lower Mill Creek.

its regular community

council meeting at 7:30

p.m. Tuesday.night at Ori-

on Academy, 1798 Queen
- City Avenue.

More information on the
Lick Run Project: http://
www.projectground-
work.org/lickrun/.

Paul Willham's blog:
http://victorianantiquities.
anddesign.blogspot.com.

Whom to contact:

513-352-3246 or email
oh.gov.
missioners: http://

- bocc_default.asp.

tion Office: 614-298-
-.2000.

ic Conservatron Offlce
352-4848. -

- The Metropolitan Sewer
District: 513-244-1300 or

clerkofcouncil@cincinnati-
Hamilton County Com-
www.hamilton-co.org/hc/

Ohio Historic Preserva-

" City of Cincinnati Histor-

ABOUT S. FAIRMOUNT

The Cincrnnati neighborhood of South Fair-
mount, northwest of the city’s core, is a strug-
gling neighborhood. But lt wasn'’t always that

way.

The town of Fairmount - named for Fair-

mount Park in Philadelphia - began as a farm-
ing community in the 1800s and later was in-
dustrialized with a railyard, valve makers and
breweries, according to the book “Cincinnati
1788-1943: A Guide to the Queen City and its
neighbors,” produgced by the Cmcmnatr Histor-
ical Society.

Since it was unincorporated, Cincinnati busi-
nessman flocked to the area to avoid taxes; ac-
cording to a history put out by the South. Fair-
mount Community Planning Committee in'1976.

In 1870, it was annexed into the city of Cin-
cinnati. It was later split into North, South and
Central Fairmounts.

© “Queen City Avenue was a thriving commer-
cial district,” said Margo Warminski, preserva-
tion director for the Cincinnati Preservation As-’
sociation.
South Fairmount has a strong German heri-

Warminski

MSD’s plan
calls for lev-
eling some
of South
Fairmont's
cmleel  buildings.
Jeff Swinger N

tage, but it also drew French immigrants - seen
in street names like Quebec Road - and Italian
immigrants who came to work on the original
underground sewer in the early 1900s, accord-
ing to the community plan.

By the 1950s, companies were closing their

‘ Jooors Without jobs nearby, people left, War-

minski said.
“It. wasn't jUSt South Fairmount; people

"were moving out of the core Crncmnatr neigh-

borhoods and moving up into Westem.Hills.”

Churches and schools closed. Property
shifted from families into the hands of absen-
tee landlords.

A drive through the area today still offers a
view of Cincinnati's downtown, but also shows
boarded-up and decaying buildings. r

New census data shows the neighborhood
lost 27 percent of its population, dropping to
2,368 residents. ,

- Since 2005, the city has bulldozed 69
propeities. Since 2008, another 146 proper-
ties have been condemned. r

A recent property valuation showed that an‘ -
average property in South Fairmount had lost 7
percent of its total value between 2010 and
2011 - .

'

Where the stream would flow

Metropolitan Sewer District has purchased or has the

option to purchase several properties to make way for the

proposed Lick Run stream-project in South Fairmount.

Snurce: Metropolitan Sewer, District

B. 1933 Queen City Ave.
C. 1913 Queen City Ave.
D. 1911 Queen City Ave.

E. 1907 Queen City Ave. .

A. 1925 Queen City Ave. ~ |

F. 1893 Queen City Ave.
G. 1891 Queen City Ave. &
H. 2345.Quebec Rd.

1. 1926 Westwood Ave.

J. 1924 Westwood Ave.

1803 Queen City Ave. !
L. 1810 Westwood Ave.
M. 1802 Westwood Ave. (option)
N. 1798 Westwood (option)
0. 1789 Queen City Ave,

P 1786 Westwood Ave. (option). .
Q. 1784 Westwood Ave. (option)
i R. 1773 Queen City Ave.
i 8, 1771 Queen City Ave.
T. 1769 Queen City Ave. -

U. 1749 Queen City Ave.
V. 1747 Queen City Ave.
W. 1565 Harrison Ave.
X. 1563 Harrison Ave.
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