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I.  Welcome and Introductions   

  

II. CFAC Policy Subcommittee Updates and Announcement Items 

  

III. Lick Run Watershed Planning Principles – Chris Manning 

  

IV.  Special guest - Jon Grosshans from USEPA Region 5,  
    Sustainable Communities  

  

V.   Lower Mill Creek Watershed Action Plan – Jen Eismeier 

  

VI. Wrap Up - Meeting Adjourned (3 PM) 



CFAC Policy Subcommittee Updates and Announcement Items 
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Policy Gap Corrective Action Status 

Lack of design specifications 
 

Stormwater Design Manual Collaborative process 
initiated and underway 

NPDES Compliance 
 

City Ordinance Revisions 
 

Approved on March 28, 
2012 at Livable Communities 
Council Meeting 

Water quality volume 
reduction  requirement 

City Ordinance Revisions & 
SMU Rules and Regulations 

Approved on March 28, 
2012 at Livable Communities 
Council Meeting 

Parking Code does not 
consider impervious cover 
reduction as goal 

Land Development Code • LDC underway,  

• Lick Run as Guide for 
LDC and form based 
codes efforts 

1. Draft USEPA Integrated Watershed Policy Framework 
 
2. Policy Gap Analysis: Major Findings 



LICK RUN WATERSHED 
MASTER PLAN 

 
Chris Manning 

Lick Run Watershed  
 Multidisciplinary Design Team 

 
 

Foundations for Complementary 
Efforts 

March 9, 2012 



Watershed-Based Planning Approach 



Alternative Solutions: Lick Run Alternative Project 



South Fairmount: Existing Conditions 



Community-Identified Cultural & Historical 
Resources 



Early Success Projects / Enabled Impact Projects 



Preliminary Urban Waterway Concept 

The Base Project 



Urban Waterway Alignment & Water Quality 
Features 

Storm Sewer 
Conveyance 

Box 

Wetland 
Forebay 

Daylighting 
Feature 

Bioswale/ 
Rain 

Gardens 

Outfall 
Feature 

Urban 
Waterway Pond & 

Wetland 

New Storm Sewers/ 
Overland Flow 

Proposed  
Separated Sewer 

The Base Project 



Maintenance Access, Sidewalks & Trails 

The Base Project 



Content in the Master Plan Submittal 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 

Guiding principles based on : 
•  Feedback from Community Design Workshops 
•  CFAC Input 
•  Project Groundwork  community benefits 
•  HUD Livability Principles 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 

Application of the watershed transect to sustainable 
systems 
• Alternative energy 
• Stormwater management features 
• Land use 
• Building codes 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Trail Network: Community Core 



Trail Network: Watershed Connectivity 

Watershed Connectivity – 
connecting areas within the 
watershed 



Foundations for Planning Efforts 



Transportation Planning 



Foundations for Form-Based Codes 

Preliminary Long-Term Vision Plan 



Foundations for Form-Based Codes 

Proposed urban design guidelines are based on: 
• Physical characteristics (e.g., sewer infrastructure, setbacks, roadways) 
• Community preferences for scale, styles and land uses 
• Integrated network of stormwater BMPs 
• Enhanced internal and external connectivity 



Foundations for Form-Based Codes 



Foundations for Form-Based Codes 



Discussion 



JON GROSSHANS, USEPA 
USEPA Sustainable Communities, Region 5 
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Lick Run Watershed Partnerships 

 HUD-DOT-EPA Partnership 
 EPA sponsored “Road map” for partner 

efforts 

 Encourages foundation involvement 

 Lick Run Watershed 
 Water quality improvements 

mandated 

 South Fairmount community – 
Reinvestment 

 Foundation Involvement  
 Knowledge sharing 

 Capacity building 

 Planning and Community  
Development 

 



 Toledo, OH - JEEP site redevelopment 
 Toledo Community Foundation 

 Flint, MI - Auto sector site redevelopment 
 Redevelopment planning for ten sites 

 Detroit, MI - Auto sector site redevelopment 
 Philadelphia, PA – Green infrastructure financing 
 NRDC Report 

 Chicago, IL – Regional planning implementation 
 Foundations as project partners 
 Continually challenging each other to step up 
 Planning and staff support 

 
 

Foundation Involvement - 
Examples 



• Provide open recreational space 

• Revive investments in declining housing stock 

• Create more walkable and bikeable neighborhood 

• Reduces supply of vacant land  

• Bolster image of city, improving urban aesthetics  

• Create value for adjacent property, increase property taxes 

• Reduce the urban heat island effect 

• Facilitate job creation 

• Facilitate regionalism and smart growth 

• Cleanup, control, or contain legacy contamination 

• Address EJ concerns 

Economic, Societal, Environmental 

Beyond Water Quality 
 What’s the Community Value? 



 Cincinnati – one of many 
CSO communities  

 Knowledge transfer between 
cities and regions 
 Replicable 
 Building Capacity 
 Community Process 
 Co-benefits 

 
 

Foundation Involvement 

Planning and 
Community 

Development 

Capacity Building 

Participation and 
Partnership 

Knowledge Sharing 



 Cincinnati foundations part of working group 
 Partners in state and federal grant applications 
 Local capacity building needed 
 Community Council 
 No CDC coverage 
 Local business communication 
 Lacks institutions 

 
 

Window of Opportunity 



 Sewer districts must improve water quality… 
 However, the community co-benefits need plans too: 

• Open space and trail opportunities 
• Location, Design, Access, Maintenance 

• Walking and biking improvements 
• Very auto-oriented development patterns 

• Active community engagement 
• Transit access to jobs 

 Project can yield new housing investment and economic 
development, but only if there is advance planning 

 Foundations can assist in filling this planning gap  
 

Community Development &  
Planning 



Next Steps  

• New partners Opportunities?? 

• Foundations 

• Universities 

• Nonprofits 

• Other Private  

              Sources 

• National Foundation’s  

Roundtable 

  

 

 

 



JEN EISMEIER 
ROBIN CAROTHERS 

Watershed Action Plan 
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Lower Mill Creek Watershed Action Plan 
 

Lo
w

e
r 

M
ill

 C
re

e
k 

W
at

e
rs

h
e

d
 A

ct
io

n
 P

la
n

 

-15 sub-watersheds 
-15,355 acres 
-19.3 billion gallons of 
stormwater runoff 
-10 County jurisdictions 
-34 City neighborhoods 



LMC-WAP Local Guides and Examples 

• Ohio EPA – A Guide to Developing Local Watershed Action Plans in Ohio (1997) 

• Upper Mill Creek Watershed Management Plan (2005) 

• The Banklick Watershed Action Plan (Kenton and Boone County) (2005) 

• And more… 
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LMC-WAP Process 

• WAP Plan Initiation Partners 
– Mill Creek Watershed Council of 

Communities 

– Mill Creek Restoration Project 

– Cincinnati Parks 

– Cincinnati Dept. of Planning and Buildings 

– OKI Regional Council of Governments 

– Hamilton County Planning and 
Development 

– Hamilton County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

– MSDGC 
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Why LMC-WAP? 

• Complements many existing 
efforts 

• Information needs to be 
compiled 

• MSD has completed 
considerable data and analysis 
through watershed-based CSO 
reduction solutions 

• Funding opportunities/doors 
can be opened by having a 
completed WAP 
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MSD Mill Creek Watershed Bioassessment 2011 
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LMC-WAP MSD Solutions 
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Projects Built  100% by  
MSD: Open or Pipe 
conveyance systems, 
HRTs, Green Roofs  

MSD serves as enabler of 
BMP’s (10MG) with 
Partners – public and 
private 

.  

Working at the 
policy level with 
local, state and 

federal 
agencies & 

educating the 
public  

Water Quality/ 
Quantity 
Benefits 



LMC-WAP and CFAC  

• How can CFAC help? 
– Help to advance & complete the 

WAP 

– Join the work group 

– Help get the word  
out to community  
councils and  
watershed  
stakeholders 

– Celebrate the Mill  
Creek as an asset  
to our region 

• Consider potential local 
WRRSP projects for  

Consideration once WAP is complete 
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Mill Creek Yacht Club paddlers at the Western Hills Viaduct 



OTHER ISSUES/DISSCUSSION 

47 


